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Rookies Baseball Experience is pleased to offer a baseball program for serious High School 

student/athletes who are looking to further their career by acquiring a scholarship to attend a Canadian 

or American college program.  The program is the only program in Manitoba where the emphasis is 

placed on skill development throughout the off-season. 

 

Beginning in early September, student/athletes will receive outdoor instruction, prior to participating in 

a series of games in Williston, ND against a Junior College program to help gauge the progression 

needed to excel at the next level.  After successfully completing the Fall sessions, invited 

student/athletes will be asked to continue indoors where the program will continue to work an 

additional three times per week, in preparation for a week long trip during Spring Break.  During the 

Southern trip, practice sessions and games against local High Schools and Junior College programs 

will be set up to aid our athletes preparation for their upcoming season.   

 

What makes this program possible is the fact the instruction the student/athletes will receive is the 

BEST around.  It is easy for people to pound on their chest, trying to convince people that they are the 

only ones who can teach you something about baseball.  I firmly believe that to provide an exceptional 

program you have to offer athletes the best possible coaching STAFF.  I’m very excited to have such a 

highly qualified coaching staff where knowledge is based on many years of professional playing 

experience.  Manitoba has never seen a program where all coaches can say they have participated in 

professional and or college baseball at different positions.  To learn skill needed to excel at the next 

level, you must learn form specialized instructors who have game experience at that position.  To 

succeed at the next level, our student/athletes do not need a jack-of–all-trades coach.  I believe it is 

virtually impossible to instruct at a level that a coach has never played.  Books and videos will only get 

you so far.  By being part of a professional team, allows you the experience to understand that their in 

not only one way to do things.  What sets this group of coaches apart is they all have the ability to take 

what basics an athletes has and work within their comfort level.  It is very easy to criticize what a 

student/athlete may be doing wrong, but is something completely different when you have the ability 

to help fix it. 

 

In addition to the instruction, our student/athletes will have the benefit of our coaching staff actively 

recruiting our future prospects to a network of Canadian or American College baseball programs.  We 

currently have seen more than 72 of our student/athletes attend a college baseball program, and 4 get 

drafted by Major league organizations. 

 

It is my intent to provide a program where serious athletes will continue to come to improve their 

individual skills, combining academics and athletics, learning to work towards a goal that will 

eventually see them as part of a College baseball program.  I will work closely with our coaching staff, 

expanding our working relationship with a network of College programs, to help see our young 

athletes obtain their goal. 

 

Andrew Halpenny 
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PROGRAM   PERSONAL 

 

Head Coach  
 

Gord Ledochowski – Joining the College Development program will be the most 

accomplished baseball person ever to play/coach in Manitoba.  Rookies is very pleased that 

someone with as much playing experience has agreed to help aspiring student/athletes obtain 

their goals.   

 

Gord’s playing career began in Manitoba where he played Junior baseball for the Fort Rouge 

Mallards, before accepting a scholarship to Mayville State University.   Gord’s Senior baseball 

career started at an early age and has seen him participate for 22 years for such teams as 

Teulon, Carmen, McCauley, Binscarth.  During that time Gord has represented Manitoba from 

coast to coast in 11 National Championships.  Gord played for Team Canada in both 1977 and 

1980 participating in World championship tournaments. 

 

After a very distinguished playing career Gord turned his focus to coaching young 

student/athletes.  Gord started with the Western Canadian finalists Interlake Bantam team, and 

moved on to coach the Teulon Senior team for the next 5 years.   Gord has coached the 

Manitoba Youth Selects, Summer Canada Games, and Western Summer Games for 9 years 

and was on the coaching staff for Team Canada in Cuba for the World Junior Championships, 

and for the gold medal winning Canadian Junior team that won the 1991 World Championship 

tournament in Brandon, Manitoba. 
 

Gord has been a Master Course Conductor for the Manitoba Baseball Association for over 20 

years. 

 

Program Director / Coach 
 

Andrew Halpenny – Andrew began his baseball career in Selkirk, MB playing for 

long time coach/teacher Al Hares.  During that span he competed in 6 Western Canadian 

and 2 National Championship tournaments.  In 1989 participated for Team Manitoba that  

placed 3
rd

 in the National Youth Select tournament.  At the conclusion of the tournament,  

Andrew was chosen as the All-Star catcher for the tournament, and was selected to  

represent Canada in the World Championships in Trois Rivers, Que.  Upon returning  

home for the winter, Andrew was selected as the Manitoba Baseball Player of the year,  

the Interlake Athlete of the Year, and was a finalist for the Manitoba Athlete of the Year. 
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During the 1990 season, Andrew once again participated for Team Manitoba that  

placed 3
rd

 in the Youth Select Tournament, and again was selected to represent Canada at  

the World Junior Championships in Havana, Cuba.  At the conclusion of the tournament,  

Andrew received a scholarship to the National Baseball Institute in Vancouver, BC.   The 

National baseball Institute played up and down the West coast against top ranked NCAA 

Division I teams, and annually concluded with the team playing against the then World  

Series Champions Toronto Blue Jays.  Andrew participated in the Canada Summer games  

in Kamloops in 1933.  Prior to the start of the 1994 season, Andrew signed his first  

professional contract with the Winnipeg Goldeyes, where he played for three years.  

April 17, 1997 Rookies Baseball Experience was established 

Andrew is currently the regional scout for the Major League Scouting Bureau 
 

 

 

Pitching Coach 
 

Josh Swatsky – BIO coming soon ! 

  

 

 

 

Strength and Conditioning / Athletic Therapist 
 

Dave Blatz -  Bio coming soon !! 
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Post program actual budgets 

 

 

Year     income   Expense 

 
2003 – 2004    $30,000   $35,256.97 

 
2004 – 2005    $69,000   $68,360.59 

 

2005 – 2006    $68,600   $62,405.58 

 

2006 – 2007    $57,086.88   $58,496.34 

 

2007 – 2008    $48,750.00   $57,031.12 

 

2008 – 2009    $55,250   $58,765.45 

 

2009 – 2010    $47,255   $51,684.81 
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Practice Policy 

 

Due to the time-line and pre-determined practice schedule, we need our student athletes to attend 

every workout that we have.  Missing one day, will put that athlete behind and will need extra work to 

catch up on what was missed.  Our policy for practice is "you can not miss".  However, we understand 

that certain circumstances do come up and they are beyond anyone's control.  One such occurrence 

with no response from Rookies, will be poor winter traveling conditions.  If you do miss practice, there 

are consequences to the individual athlete.   

Some reason's that are not acceptable for missing our workouts: 

 

-  has a test the next day 

-  has a practice or a game in another sport 

-  was tired 

-  forgot about practice 

 

These reasons have been used in the past.  Now, if an athlete is ill, it is the athlete’ s responsibility to 

call in prior to the practice and let the coaching staff know.  This is NOT the parent’ s duty to call the 

coaches on behalf of their son.  We are preparing them for College, so they will have to call a coach if 

they are unable to make practice because of an illness. 

 

The Consequences 

 

First time a player misses a practice without a legitimate excuse - there will be a discussion with the 

coaches and player as why they missed and extended conditioning for the player.  Second time this 

happens the player will be required to apologize to the whole team and extended conditioning will 

required.  Third time a player misses, a meeting will be set up with the athlete and parents to discuss 

commitment to the program.  Please understand that majority of the College Programs there is little 

margin for error.  Missing practice is not tolerated at the next level.   
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TRAINING PHASES 

 

Very Important - Please read. 
  
Over the past two years, we have an increasing number of student/athletes who have 
expressed the need for rest after an exhausting Manitoba Summer. 
  
Let me be very clear about the expectations of this program. 
  
This program has one goal.  We are here to teach you the proper fundamentals that 
will prepare you to achieve a College or University scholarship.  The goal is very 
simple.  After the conclusion of the program, we want to convince an Athletic Director 
and Head Baseball Coach to pay for your College or University degree.  Over 
the past many years, the ability of any College or University program to recruit 
Nationally and/or Internationally has become increasingly greater.  Due to this fact our 
student/athletes are now competing against student/athletes from the central part of 
the USA and all of Canada for the same academic/athletic money.  Every Athletic 
Director only has so much to go around. 
  
I have used 245 innings and 275 outdoor practice hours as the bare minimum a 
student/athlete must participate in to get themselves into a position where they will 
increase their skill level in Manitoba.   
  
I have prepared two examples of an AVERAGE student/athlete from both Fargo, ND 
and Minneapolis, MN to give you a better measuring stick what you are competing 
against.  Please be prepared to make the decision of how hard you want to work. 
  
Fargo, ND 
High School game schedule - 35 games 
High school practice hours - 350 hours 
Summer program game schedule - 35 games 
Summer program practice hours - 140 hours 
  
Minneapolis, MN 
High School game schedule - 48 games 
High school practice hours - 410 hours 
Summer program game schedule - 52 games 
Summer program practice hours - 365 hours 
  
The following three paragraphs will detail what our expectations are for the three 
phases of our program.  Please keep in mind the time spent with the Rookies 
coaching staff will only be the minimum time required to better yourself. 
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Fall sessions 

Fall workouts will focus on positional play of each specific position.  Weeknight practices will 

focus on the game situations, during which time, all players will be required to know their 

defensive duties.  Weekend game time, will give the players the opportunity to display their 

talent as well as work on their positional play that they have been taught during the week.  

This part of the program is important for the players to show their capability of learning proper 

positional baseball as well as show their commitment to playing baseball at the next level.  

The selection of the final 30 players will be chosen by the coaching staff based on a number 

of important factors that will shared with each player at the end this phase through an 

evaluation. 

Winter sessions 

Winter workouts will be the technical breakdown of all positions.  Each player will have 

individual mechanics broken down and worked on through out the training phase.  The swing 

for all hitters will be broken down, the mechanics for pitchers will be broken down, and 

defensive mechanics will be broken down for all defensive positions.  This part of the phase 

will require numerous repetitions during each session, with the emphasis being placed on the 

players ability to understand the importance of each step of drill training.  Players will also be 

taught the offensive responsibilities with hitting and baserunning.  Team defensive strategies 

will also be focused on during this phase.  All players will have an understanding of the many 

options that will be used in the next phase of the program.   

Our program is about preparing your student/athlete for the next level.  We concentrate on 

preparing athletes for college baseball, not individual teams or provincials teams.  Let us 

explain.  With the time we have together with this group of young men, we cannot allow every 

athlete to play every position, regardless of ability.  It will be up to the coaching staff to 

recommend a position that is the best fit for that particular athlete to further his development 

and prepare him for college.  If at any time you have been told by a coach or manager, that 

you need to learn a different position during the off-season to have the chance to compete for 

a position on a certain team, we will work with to develop those skills needed.  Please 

understand that although we intend to work closely with the MBA and its provincial programs, 

it is not up to us to prepare you for a provincial team.  Support will be given to every athlete to 

help out in every way possible, but work on positions that will not help you prepare for college 

will be done on that athletes own time. 

Spring sessions 
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The final phase will be the Spring Trip which will focus on the all learned aspects of the game.  

All players will be given the opportunity to play and be expected to apply what they have 

worked on all winter.  Situational baseball will be the main focus of the trip and players will be 

required to know all defensive and offensive situations at this time.  This will used as a 

learning tool for all.  There will be less emphasis on the "winning" of games, and more focus 

on the "proper" way to handle certain situations during game time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

College Development Program Parent Contract: 

 

What do you want to get accomplished as a parent?  Can this program help? 

 

The college Development program will create a fun atmosphere where serious, highly 

motivated student/athletes WILL take responsibility for their own actions.  It is not only our 

intent to provide the BEST possible baseball instruction, but our structured environment will 

provide the direction for our student/athletes to develop life long skills needed to grow into 

mature young men.  It is the intent of our program to stress accountability and responsibility to 

all who choose to take part in our program.   

 

Please read the following the following rules and regulations, and help us teach these skills to 

all our participants. 

 

I can expect from the coaching staff: 

*  Respect.  All student/athletes will be shown equal respect from day one.  They earn the rest. 

*  Professionalism.  Our job is to provide a fun, safe learning environment where you can 

enjoy the game of baseball.   

*  Honest.  The College Development instructors have years of College and Professional 

playing experience.  Our job is help you understand what we are doing at all times.  Parent 

meetings will be set up throughout the year to provide feedback regarding the program and 

give parents a chance to ask questions. We will fully explain our intentions. 
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*  Feedback – All student/athletes will get verbal and written feedback throughout the 

program.  It will be honest.   

*  Fair.  Every student/athlete will be dealt with dignity, respect and fairness.  That is our 

guarantee.   

 

 

The College Development Program will expect from all parents: 

 

 

1. I agree to allow my son to participate in the College Development Program 

designed by Rookies. 

 

2. I agree that my commitment to Rookies is needed prior to August 30 / 2011.  I 

will contact Rookies by email to assure my son’s attendance and send a cheque 

in the amount of $625 plus GST, along with a completed registration form, 

consent form, travel consent form and a signed contract with my son to the first 

practice.  A post dated cheque dated for April 30, 2011 will accompany the 

registration forms.  This cheque for $125 will cover the cost of the Fall and 

Spring session jerseys, but I understand this cheque will not be cashed unless 

the tops are not returned.  No parent contract, no money, no post dated cheque, 

no practice. 

 

3. I agree that the entire roster will be training until Oct 16/ 2011.  At this time a 

roster of 32 athletes will be selected to continue.   

 

4. I agree to leave all on field instruction to the coaching staff.  Parents will NOT 

be allowed on field or in dugouts , or near the locker rooms during any practice 

sessions. 

 

5. I agree that any concerns in regards to the program will not be dealt directly 

with the coaching staff.  All concerns are to be directed to Andrew at Rookies.  

The College Development Program places very high expectations on all our 

coaches, so we ask that you respect their time and direct those concerns to the 

right person.  The coaching staff is very approachable at the appropriate time.  

Although our coaching staff has come to know athletes and parents on a personal 

level, it is absolutely inappropriate to contact them at home to discuss the program. 

 

6. I agree that the selection of players and the positions of these players will be decided 

by the coaching staff.  Athletes will be chosen primarily on their desire to improve and 

willingness to put in the effort.  The coaching staff has many years of College and 

Professional playing experience; therefore playing positions will be decided on the 

basis of where athletes will have the best opportunity to pursue a college career. Being 

the best short stop in Manitoba means just that.  Our main focus is getting our 

student/athletes ready for the next level, not the same level.  Any concerns shall be 

directed to Andrew at Rookies.   

 

If my son is selected as one of the 32 athletes to continue the program. 

 

7. I agree to complete all information sheets sent home with your son in regards to work 

around the house. 
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8. I agree to have five post-dated cheques made out to Rookies. 

 

Cost of the program: 

  

 Year entered into program Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

 

Freshman (Grade 9)  $2750  $3100  $3100  $3100 

Sophomore (Grade 10)    $3100   $3100  $3100 

 Junior (Grade 11)      $3200  $3400  

 Senior (Grade 12)        $3750  

 

Take the total amount due and add 5% (GST) and divide by 6.  The dates that will 

appear on the cheques will be October 31, November 30, December 31, 2011 and 

January 31, February 28, and March 31, 2012.  These cheques will be brought to 

Rookies on Tuesday November 1, 2011.  

 

9. I agree that each athlete in the program will have his own personal bank account.  

Fundraising events may take place to allow athletes to make the program cost 

effective.  Each family is allowed to raise a total of the full amount of the program.  

Any additional money will be donated to the Boys and Girls Club of Winnipeg to help 

assist with their inner city youth baseball league. 

 

10. I agree to send spending and meal money to Tennessee.   

 

11. I agree to sign a detailed consent waiver allowing the program to take responsibility 

for my son in my absence during spring trip.  (a pre trip parent meeting will take place 

to discuss any and all liability and medical coverage issues.) 

 

12. I understand that the College Development Program will be staying at: 
 
Fargo, ND     Memphis, TN 
 
Rodeway Inn     Red Roof Inn 
2202 UniversityDr. S      6055 Shelby Oaks Dr 
Fargo, ND     Memphis, TN 38134 
United States     United States 
(701) 239-8022     (901) 388-6111 
      www.redroofinn.com 

 

  I agree that parents will find alternate accommodations while in Fargo & Memphis. 

 

13. I agree to the outlined disciplinary actions taken, in my absence during the N. Dakota 

and Tennessee trip. 

 

14. I agree to cover all additional expenses above the normal travel exceptions within the 

program.  Damage to any hotel or facility and or additional phone charges occurred in 

the room while away. 

 

15. I agree to return uniform top in proper condition.  The remainder of the uniform is the 

student/athletes to keep. 

 

16. I agree that the coaches’ decision is final in regard to on field discipline. 

 

17. I agree that permission will be given to Rookies to see all grades received by my son.  

This will be done for two reasons.  One, that we can assist in motivating athletes to 

http://www.redroofinn.com/
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maintain grades that will allow access to college programs.  More importantly, we can 

keep records on file to distribute among our network of college programs.  

 

18. I agree that if my son is not completing all requirements at school, he will not be 

allowed into any baseball practice sessions.  If he is not passing all courses prior to 

Christmas, he will only be allowed back when arrangements have been made between 

Andrew at Rookies and the teachers and the student/athletes school.  If this continues 

and he is not passing all courses prior to the planned Southern trip, he will no longer 

be part of the program and no refund will be given. 

 

19. I fully understand the rules and regulations of the program.  I am aware of what is 

expected out of the athletes as well as the coaching staff.  If problems arise where the 

actions of one person is making it difficult for an entire group to be productive, after 

all other courses of action have been followed, it is the right of Rookies to discontinue 

the relationship with that student/athlete.  Should this drastic measure happen, a pro 

rated pay scale would then take place and a refund for the remaining portion of the 

program will be given.  If it is the decision of the College Development Program, 

refunds will be issued. 

 

20. I certify that my child is in good health and able to participate in vigorous activities at 

the entire Rookies College Development Program, and authorize directors to seek 

emergency medical attention if it is deemed necessary.  This also assures that I release 

Rookies Baseball Experience and Whittier Park, the University of Manitoba Soccer 

sportsplex from any and all liability from any injury or illness incurred going to the 

program from home, while at the program, or returning home from the program.  I 

agree to hold harmless Rookies Baseball Experience and all of its instructors and 

umpires of all liabilities  

 

21. I understand that the College Development Program only works within eight months 

of skill development and budget planning.  I understand that I will be asked for my 

sons confirmation of his continuation in the program prior to the team selection.  Once 

the team has been selected, I understand I have made a major commitment.   

 

If, at any time my son decides that the program has become to time consuming to keep 

up his studies, it will not be the fault of the program.  If the student/athlete thinks our 

program, and the two to three times per week schedule, is to blame for his inability to 

complete his studies, that student/athlete has a far larger problem than we can help 

with.  If the student/athlete and or his parents thinks they should quit because they 

can’t pass their classes, it will not be the fault of our program.  If at any time, YOU 

decide you no longer wish to continue with our program, we will do our best to help.  

We will then have the right to fill that athletes position on any team at our discretion.  

We will do our best to do this in a timely manner, but until a replacement is found NO 

REFUND of any type will be given.  At that time a replacement has been found a pro 

rated refund will then be issued.  If no adequate replacement can be found, the pre 

written, post dated cheques will continued to be cashed. 
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College Development Program Player Contract: 

 

The Rookies College Development Program has high expectations from the coaching staff as 

well as all our student/athletes.  Please make sure you take the time to carefully read this 

document with your parents to make sure you have a clear understanding of the program 

expectations. 

 

I can expect from the coaching staff: 

*  Respect.  All student athletes will be shown equal respect from day one.  You earn the rest. 

*  challenged.  The coaching staff is not here to be your best friend.  Our job is to provide a 

fun, safe learning environment where you can enjoy the game of baseball.  This will be the 

most intense program you will ever participate in to date, and the entire coaching staff will be 

very demanding.  Please keep in mind everything we do is to make you better prepared to 

excel at the next level of competition.  

*  Honest.  You can expect some things you will be shown may be different than your summer 

club team or provincial teams.  The College Development instructors have years of College 

and Professional playing experience.  Our job is help you understand what and why we are 

asking you to do something.  Your job is to ask questions.  We will spend as much time as 

possible to help you have a clear understanding of the game situation or your personal 

mechanics.  We will fully explain our intentions. 

*  Fair.  Every student/athlete will be dealt with dignity, respect and fairness.  That is our 

guarantee.   

 

 

The coaching staff will expect from all student/athletes: 

  

1. Be on time and ready to go. 

 

2. Put in an honest effort every day. 

- walking will not be tolerated on a baseball field. 
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3. No matter how good your club team thinks you are, check your attitude at the door. 

 

4. Wear your uniform properly. 

- Baseball pants 

- hat on straight and forward 

- shirt tucked in 

- no earrings 

- clean shaven 

 

5. Indoor and outdoor field maintenance  

- groups will be assigned to take care of facilities. 

 

6. Absolutely no use of alcohol and tobacco  

 

Consequences  

 

- One chance – no questions asked.  Encouraged to get act together. 

- Questions will be asked.  Running to encourage punctuality and hustle. 

- Sent home for the day – no hard feelings 

- Sent home, meeting with parents to follow at Rookies. 

 

 

7. I agree to cook my family one meal per month, for the entire length of the program.  

Each month a different menu will be served. (Sharing recipes may be a good idea.) 

 

8. I agree to do my own laundry at least once per month for the entire length of the 

program.  (mothers may dictate if this should be done more often) 

 

9. I agree to make full arrangements to get here by bus.  Athletes traveling from outside 

the perimeter will be dropped off at the stop nearest to the perimeter and asked to 

arrive at practice on time.  Arrangements may be made by athletes to be picked up 

after practice sessions.  This will be done (twice per year) in the fall as well as spring.  

 

10 I agree to bring a copy of my grades, as soon as they are sent home.  I also agree to 

keep track of time I put into doing homework, and bring completed sheets in every 

month for discussion. 

 

Consequences 

 
- First chance will be questioned.  If needed a hired school counselor will be brought in 

to discuss the importance of school, and athlete will be put on  probation.  He will 

remain on probation until given clearance by educators, and problems have been 

solved. 

- A meeting with parents to follow at Rookies. 

- Athlete will be dismissed from the program. 

 

12. I agree it is up to me to determine where practice will take place.  If weather is 

questionable, please contact Rookies after 5:00 pm. to see where sessions will take 
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place.  Weekends please call after 9:00 am. as sessions may be redirected to Rookies or 

cancelled.    

 

13. I agree that it is a large responsibility to take such a large group to North Dakota and 

Tennessee and compete against High School and College programs.  I agree to be on 

my best behavior or fully understand the following actions will take place. 

 

A) Any on field disagreements will be dealt with directly by the coaching staff. 

B) A curfew will be put in place every night.  Any attempt to prolong your 

evenings activities, will have your playing time significantly reduced, as well, 

running till you spit up on your shoes.  If a second attempt is made to avoid the 

curfew, after contacting parents, all game privileges will be removed, and 

athlete will be sent home at own expense.   

C) The Rookies College Development program has a ZERO tolerance for hazing 

during any event throughout the year.  NO EXEPTIONS. 

D) Any damage to dorms, hotel or facility property while visiting will be paid for 

by the athletes or athletes involved.  Playing time will be revoked. 

E) Law officials and your parents will deal with any criminal act. 

F) Any activities deemed inappropriate by coaching staff , athletes will be put on 

bus and sent home at own expense. 
 

I understand the rules and regulations, and what will be expected from me, and promise to 

always do my best.  I also understand that the program has a fixed budget based on 34 athletes 

traveling to Tennessee.   This means once I have made the commitment to the program, this 

decision will be final.  If I choose to quit the program, no refund will be given and the position 

may be filled at the discretion of the coaching staff.  
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Recruitment Process 

 
It is the intent of Rookies and all its coaches to provide the best possible environment for our 

student/athletes to develop.  It will be our responsibility to recruit your son to as many college 

programs as possible.  It will be our responsibility to inform you of all interaction we have on 

behalf of your son.  

 

The recruitment process can be a quick or slow process.  There are many varying factors that 

have a direct impact on each institutions method.  Some of the factors that lie within each 

program and their recruitment process are as follows: 

- In need of specific positions to fill the upcoming years roster 

- Scholarship dollars that are available 

- The size of the roster that an institution carries 

- If the institution has a Varsity or Junior Varsity Team 

- When an institution starts their own recruitment process (start as early as fall or as late 

as summer) 

- If it is a Junior College Program or a 4 year College Program 

- If it is a Canadian or American Institution 

As much as we would like all of our players be given different opportunities early on, this is 

not the case, as many Institutions look at filling positions throughout the course of year and 

contact us at their convenience.     

 

Over the past number of years, we have become increasingly concerned over participation 

from both parent and our student/athletes.  The following is designed to let you know what we 

will or won’t do when recruiting your son. 

 

Rookies DO’s 
 Offer as much guidance as we possibly can to help your family understand the process. 

 Design a questionnaire for all student/athletes to complete to help us during the 

recruitment process. 

 Have discussions with the student athlete to see if there is a preference on where they 

would like to attend a post secondary institution (U.S. or Canada) along with their 

academic needs. 

 Keep all families fully aware of what we are doing. 

 Answer every question to the best of our ability. 
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 Recruit the student/athlete to as many college programs as we possibly can 

 Put our name and reputation on the line for every athlete we are calling for. 

 Help answer any questions when comparing institutions. 

 Continue discussions with college coaches until the time we hear that a particular 

student/athlete has signed a letter of intent. 

 

Rookies DONT’S 
 Openly discuss any situations with anyone outside the immediate family.  We do not 

compare athletes. 

 Prepare any student/athlete to write the SAT 

 Arrange recruitment visits 

 Discuss with any family or college coach financial situations.  This will be done 

directly with parents and the coach. 

 Pick or enroll the student/athlete into a course load at the university level. 

 Send our athletes to programs that we feel are not a good fit for the student/athlete 

playing ability.     

 
 

As we continue to send our student/athletes away to school, it has become very 

clear to our program that we have to have a formal meeting with all our Junior 

(grade 11) and Senior (grade 12) student/athletes along with their parents.   This 

post Christmas meeting will give all parent a chance to ask questions, and give 

your coaching staff an opportunity to discuss REAL options for Manitoba 

baseball players.  Over the past few years, some student/athletes have been given 

false information regarding the recruitment process, and their ability and 

potential to develop.  The College Development will tell you what College 

programs are looking for and give everyone a good start to the whole recruitment 

process. 
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CONCLUSION 

 
It was our intention today to provide information.  It is now up to our student/athletes to sit 

down with parents, and discuss if this program, will be a fit for that individual athlete. 

 

It is my hope that what you heard today, fully outlines our programs intentions, and explains 

our program progression enough that you can make an educated decision.  I also hope you saw 

the passion that drives our coaching staff to provide the best possible product.  Anywhere.   

 

Please fully understand the commitment you are about to make when you show up on 

September 8
th

, and hope you anticipate the same dedication form our coaching staff. 

 

I thank you in advance for the opportunity to explain what we are about, and how we intend to 

help your student/athlete achieve his dreams.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind Regard  

 

 

 

Andrew Halpenny 
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Parent / student athlete contract form 

 
Student / Athlete 
 
Printed name___________________________________________________________________. 

 
I agree to all the rules and regulations set out by the College Development Program.  I understand that the 

coaches have complete control of all scheduled workout sessions, and understand that the coaching staff will act 

in a professional manner at all times when discussing any and all concerns with me.  The College Development 

Program will do everything they originally set out to do, now it is up to me to fully understand all the agreed 

upon rules and regulations.   

By signing this document, I agree to take part in the Rookies College Development Program and agree to all the 

rules and regulations. 

 

_____________________________________________________  ________________________ 

Student / Athlete signature      Date 

 

 

Innings my team(s) played this Summer?  ___________  Innings I played this Summer? ___________ 

 

Innings I pitched this Summer? _________________  Bullpens I threw this Summer? _________ 

 

Practice hours I participated in this Summer? ______________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent 
 

Printed name (s)________________________________________________________________. 

 
I agree to all the rules and regulations set out by the College Development Program.  I understand that the 

coaches have complete control of all scheduled workout sessions, and understand that the coaching staff will act 

in a professional manner at all times when discussing any and all concerns with me.   

By signing this document, I/we agree to that I/we have fully discussed the rules and regulations with my/our 

student/athlete, and am/are fully aware of all consequence to breaking these rules.  I agree that my/our student 

athlete be allowed to participate in the Rookies College Development Program and agree to all the rules and 

regulations. 

 

_________________________________________________  ________________________ 

Parent signature        Date 

 

_____________________________________________  _________________________ 

Parent signature       Date 
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AUTHORIZED TRAVEL CONSENT 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

I/we grant permission and consent for my son, ______________________________________, a 

minor, to travel to the United States of America with the Rookies College Development/Prep Baseball 

Teams, supervised by Gord Ledochowshi, Andrew Halpenny, Dave Nychyk, Josh Swatsky and Jon Ali 

(the "Instructors"), departing Winnipeg on: 

Saturday September 24, 2011 for Grand Forks, ND and planning on returning later the same day.  

Friday September 30, 2011 for Fargo, ND and planning on returning Sunday October 2. 

Saturday October 8, 2011 for Grand Forks, ND and planning on returning later the same day. 

Thursday March 23, 2011 for Memphis, TN and St. Louis, MO and planning on returning Sunday 

April 3, 2011 and  during such time I/we also authorize any one of the Instructors to make any health 

care decisions or any other decisions as may be required with respect to my son during the time period 

he is traveling with the Rookies College Development /Prep Baseball Teams. 

Name of Athlete:  ____________________________________________ 

Date of Birth:  _______________________________________________ 

Place of Birth & Country born in:  ________________________________ 

Manitoba Medical Number:  ____________________________________ 

Personal Identification Number:  ________________________________ 

Athlete's Home Address:  ______________________________________ 

Athlete's Phone Number:  ______________________________________ 

Dad cell ___________________ Mom cell _________________________ 

Emergency Contact (Name & Phone No.):  _______________________________________________ 

DATED at Winnipeg, Manitoba, this              day of                               , 2011. 

__________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Witness Signature of Parent/Guardian 
A Notary Public in and for the Province of Manitoba 
 ____________________________________
 Address and Phone Number 

____________________________________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian 

____________________________________
Address and Phone Number 
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COLLEGE DEVELOPMENT /PREP PROGRAM 

CONSENT FOR TREATMENT 
 

As we prepare for travel to the United States (North Dakota in the Fall and Tennessee/ 

Missouri in the Spring of 2011), Rookies will ensure that all precautions are taken for the 

safety of all student/athletes.   

 

In addition to your family health coverage, it is highly recommended that you purchase extra 

Blue Cross travel insurance for anyone traveling into the United States.  The cost will be 

roughly $23 for the duration of each individual trip.  The insurance travel forms will ask for 

date of departure and arrival to and from the country, so separate coverage will be 

recommended for both trips. 

 

A general form will be provided for any athletes crossing an international border without 

either parent.  This documentation will be required for anyone under the age of 18 crossing 

without parents.  It is also recommended that this form be complete even if the student/athletes 

is traveling with one parent. 

 

I agree that the information on the program registration sheet is accurate, and I herby give the 

instructors of the College Development/Prep programs full authority to recommend and seek 

emergency medical treatment for my student/athlete.  I understand that all resources will be 

exhausted trying to contact any person who is listed and information provided.  By signing 

this letter, you, as parents, will provide the College Development/Prep Programs the 

opportunity to care for all student/athletes as seen fit under the supervision of the coaching 

staff.  

     
______________________________________ 

Name of athlete (Please print) 

 

_______________________________________  __________________ 

Parent signature      Date 

 

_______________________________________  ___________________ 

Parent signature      Date 
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ROOKIES PROGRAM REGISTRATION 
 

   “Where Dreams Start”    

 

Program:  

 

Winter Lessons  _______   College Development Program ______ 

 

Fall Instructional League  _______  Prep Development Program  ______ 

 

Summer Camp  _______   Little Sluggers  _______ 

 

Spring Break Camp  ______  Other  _____________________________ 

 

 

Name (Student / Athlete)  _________________________________________________ 

 

Birthday: (d/m/y) _____________________ Throws: ______ Bats: ______ 

 

MB Health #  ________________________ PHIN # _______________________ 

 

 

Name (Parents / legal guardian) ____________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 

City ________________________________ Postal Code ___________________   

 

Mom cell phone #  ____________________ email:  _______________________ 

 

Dad cell phone #  _____________________ email:  _______________________ 

 

Medical conditions:  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Rookies office use only 

 

Registered by:  _______________________ Date:  ________________________ 

 

Payment due:  _____________   Payment received:  ___________  Method: ________ 

 

Comments: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

All information entered and updated in database. ________________________________ 
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